
Educational institutions – part of the 
problem or part of the solution? 
 

Seminar on Thursday 13th of February 11:00 to 13:30 in HU 023.  

 

In a Neo-liberal society, it is a tendency to reduce the social sphere to a question of 

everyone`s subordination to an order between different individual claims and rights. Everyone 

should be given opportunities to a customized fulfillment of their desires, and it is not limited 

to the consuming of goods. It has even become a part of public services like health care and 

education. Hence, educational institutions could easily be transformed into a marketplace for 

pick-and-choose individual learning-paths. One could ask whether schools and kindergartens 

have become places primarily for everyone`s uniqueness to unfold? 

However, like e.s. Hannah Arendt has stated, educational institutions have the important 

cultural task of creating a ritual encounter between generations, the past and the future, the old 

world and a world-yet-to-come. What this encounter demands from every child and every 

adult taking part, is that a certain transformation is taking place; the transformation of what 

we desire into what is desirable as Gert Biesta has stated. Consequently, uniqueness needs to 

be transformed into irreplaceability. 

As these two quite different ideas of what education should be like indicate, an important 

question needs to be asked. Are educational institutions part of a society in rapid social 

changes, or are educational institutions a buffer-sone against these changes? In the title, this 

question is raised in an even bolder way: Educational institutions – part of the problem or part 

of the solution? 

In this seminar, three different scholars will examine the question in different ways; Prof. 

Aslaug Kristiansen, Prof. Jan Kampmann and Prof. Gert Biesta. 

The seminar will hopefully be of great interest to anyone involved in teacher education at all 

levels. 

Please mark this seminar in your calendar, and a more detailed program will be sendt out 

shortly. 
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